
 “Birds and the environment are central subjects in 
 my current work. With the loss of so many songbirds 
 due to environmental destruction, such as pollution 
 and the use of pesticides, I feel a sense of sadness 
 that we are trading away our natural inheritance for 
 perceived conveniences. Birds in flight are a 
 reminder of the inherent freedom we easily lose sight 
 of in the midst of our busy, complex lives.”

 Do you have a ritual you follow before each new 
 work is started?
 I guess if I had to pinpoint one element that might 
 be considered part of a ritual it would be simply 
 being quiet. I’m learning to trust my innate ability 
 to create as an artist and just naturally enjoy the 
 process. I have a tendency to access creativity in 
 familiar ways when I’m experiencing a dry spell, 
 which sometimes leads to repetition and I end up 
 feeling less than satisfied with the results. When I 
 allow myself to stay with the initial fear of my 
 creativity drying up, I’m often rewarded with new 
 avenues of artistic expression. Ideas for paintings 
 can arrive in so many unexpected ways and I 
 don’t want to limit the possibilities.

 How has technology influenced your work?
 Since I’m currently creating my work on a Mac 
 using Photoshop as a platform, technology has 
 greatly influenced my work. Working in a digital 
 format presents many new options for me as an 
 artist and it has changed the way I interact with 
 my work. I have the ability to work in layers and 
 view various color and spacial options almost 
 instantaneously. I’m able to store thousands of 
 square feet of art in the space of my hard drive. 
 The quality of inkjet printing and archival ink 
 continues to get better almost yearly. I started 
 working digitally because it was so convenient, 
 during a time in my life when convenience was 
 an important factor. It was supposed to be a 
 temporary outlet. I never dreamed that I would 
 still be doing this after ten years. People resist 
 change, even in the art world. There was a time 
 when artists were questioned about the use of 
 photos in their work. Now it’s common practice. 
 There’s a desire to protect the purity of the form.
 I believe we’re going to see more artists using 
 computer software as their medium. Like the 
 camera the computer has become an integral 
 part of our lives and offers so many new exciting 

 options for an artist.

 How do you feel about formal training?
 I don’t have a problem with formal training. 
 Personally, I was never much for learning another 
 artist’s technique. Having my ideas challenged 
 and hearing other artists talk about their work is 
 what influenced me most in school. I often miss 
 the communal aspect of a classroom. It 
 sometimes felt like we were feeding off each
  others creative energy.

 Who said painting was dead?
 Painting is a form of communication that will 
 never die. It’s such an important part of the 
 way we communicate, part of our collective 
 consciousness. People have been painting for 
 hundreds of thousands of years. Some of the 
 ancient cave paintings found in France are 
 stunning. The artists must have been immersed in 
 their work to produce such powerful images. I feel 
 the art of painting accesses parts of us that words 
 can’t touch— something universal, primal, less 
 defined. It can be seen clearly in children’s art 
 before society gets ahold of them. 

 Do you feel you have already found your style 
 or are you still processing?
 This isn’t an easy question to answer. My painting 
 technique has been developed over time, but 
 there’s also an element of my style that has always 
 been with me, almost like the quality of a singer’s 
 voice. What makes Norah Jones’ voice different 
 than Tracy Chapman’s? Even though there’s a 
 skill that was developed over time there’s also an 
 innate quality unique to the individual. So, I would 
 say I have found my style, but what seems to be 
 in process is the way I access ideas and the way 
 that emotion is expressed. Barriers have given 
 way to more enjoyment and less struggle yet it 
 continues to evolve.
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 Born and raised in Northern California, Michael Welch majored in art at California College of 
 the Arts and Sacramento City College. Michael’s background includes acrylic and watercolor 
 painting, pastels and pen and ink drawing. He became interested in Photoshop as a tool for 
 creating art after his daughter was born, when time and work space became very limited. 
 As a multimedia artist, Michael currently creates his work on a 24” iMac 2.8 GHz Computer. 
 With Photoshop as his platform, he paints with the brush tool and is able to adjust colors 
 and manipulate his work. The files are printed on a state-of-the-art Epson 9800 printer 
 using archival inks on 100% cotton, acid-free fine art paper in limited editions.
 Michael’s work has been exhibited at the California Works Exhibition and Nordstrom. His art 
 was also selected by the California Arts Council to promote California Arts Day. Michael’s 
 work has been published in  American Art Collector   and  Advanced Photoshop Magazine.

 MICHAEL WELCH  Scrub Jay     digital   30” x 28”



 MICHAEL WELCH  Lovebirds     digital   28” x 24”



 MICHAEL WELCH  Guardian     digital   30” x 27”


